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UUhat More Can UUe Do?

From the Editor

Contents

A Seasonal article "Peace for Export" appears as the
lead article. Dr. Olson, well known to a number of
Brethren in Christ readers, takes a sharp look at Scripture
and Jerusalem. A bit lengthy, but helpful reading. Another
pre-General Conference article "Outward Bound" speaks
to the Church from Collingwood, Ontario. Read Page 16
"With a Bomb on Board" as though one sat where the
Marrs sat. A pastor's wife gives an encouraging word to
like sisters in the ."aith.
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The first business session of General Conference will
begin at 3 p.m. on Saturday, June 28. Those travelling
on public carriers should arrive by noon or soon after
to allow time for travel to McMaster University and
registration by 2:30 p.m.
Registration will open at 9 a.m. on June 28 and
continue until 2:30 p.m. Those who have registered
with McMaster University for rooms and/or meals
will be able to check in with the university upon arrival. Keep in mind that those who pay for five nights of
lodging at the university may have two more nights
free either before or after the Conference.
All arrangements for off-campus lodging need to be
made privately. After such plans have been made,
please fill out the proper form, indicating where you
will be staying. It is important at Conference time,
especially in emergencies, to be able to reach anyone
with a minimum of effort.
All people who wish to have display space at General Conference should notify the Convention Director. It is available in 8-foot modules at the rate of $10
per 8-foot module. If electricity is needed, that should
also be indicated ($5.00 extra for electricity). Send a
check for the above, payable to General Conference.
The first bus providing transportation to and from
General Conference from Camp Hill, Pennsylvania, is
now filled. Space is still available on the second bus (at
this writing). The round-trip cost is $35. For more
details, write to Rev. Henry N. Hostetter, Route 1,
Washington Boro, PA 17582.
For more information, contact the Convention
Director, Paul Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027. Phones:
Office, (717) 766-766-2511; Home, 766-2621.
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Evangelical Visitor

In a major address at the November 1979 International Congress for the
Peace of Jerusalem, held in Jerusalem, Dr. Arnold T. Olson, Evangelical
Free Church president emeritus, spoke graphically andpersuasively ofJerusalem's place in history and the responsibility of Christians towards that very
special city.

Dr. Arnold T. Olson

T

he scripture probably most
often used in speaking of the
Holy City is, "Pray for the
peace of Jerusalem!" There is, however, much more to that challenge
from Psalm 122.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
They shall prosper that love thee.
Peace be within thy walls, and
prosperity within thy palaces.
For my brethren and companions' sakes, I will now say, Peace
be within thee. Because of the
house of the Lord, I will seek thy
good (Psalm 122:6-9).
There are four key words—pray,
love, speak, and seek. There are also
two important prepositions—the peace
of Jerusalem, which is a quality of
peace appropriate for export to a
divided world, and peace within Jerusalem, the place where such a peace
begins.
Consider what Jerusalem has meant
to the three religions which had their
beginnings in this part of the world
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and to which Jerusalem has a special
significance. The city is both a capital
and a symbol. On the one hand, it has
been exalted to heaven, as a holy place
while, on the other, it has been the
theater of wars.
The city has been the goal of pilgrimages and a place of spiritual renewal. It has also experienced forty seiges,
thirty-three partial destructions, and
risen from ashes five times.
To the Jewish people, more than to
any others, the city has special meaning. It has been the place of much suffering, yet Jewish loyalty remains
undiminished.
The name, Jerusalem, appears 750
times in their Scriptures. The other
names; such as City of David, City of
Judah, Zion (180 times) Temple Mount,
Holy City, Salem, add another thousand. Its association with the Jewish
people goes back to Abraham. The
political (Gen. 14) and the religious
(Gen. 22) relationships were established
from the very beginning. King David
not only established it as the political

capital, but also the religious center
when he brought the ark of the covenant to the city.
According to Jewish teaching, the
city is as close to heaven as one can get
in this life. To them the heavenly city
hovers over the earthly capital. Throughout the history of captivities and dispersions there have always been Jews
living in the city. Though the land has
been held captive by many empires,
most of which have disappeared, the
city has never been the political capital
for any other people.
Islam has established international
religious centers far more important to
its religion. None of the Christian
denominations consider Jerusalem as
their religious headquarters. Jewry, on
the other hand, has not established an
independent religious center anywhere
else, even during the dispersion.
Jerusalem is, nevertheless, also important to the Islamic world. It is from
Jerusalem that Mohammed is said to
have ascended to heaven from the
Rock. But the city ranks only third as a
3

Holy City, after Mecca and Medina.
To them it is the land of the first
prophets and the place of the Last
Judgment. Even so, it is not their only
Holy Land. This does not mean their
claims should be ignored. For many,
the city has been their "home town" for
centuries. Christians must look upon
people as more important than places—
the needs in the crowded streets must
take priority over the few in the nearly
empty shrines—cousins are family, too.
Christianity generally reveres the
city because of the events in the life of
Jesus and the first disciples. For some
it has more significance than for others. To evangelical Christians the events
are more important than the sites
where they supposedly took place.
They set more store by the inner spiritual life than the shrines. In fact, they
rebel against bowing to shrines, some
of which are of questionable authenticity.
As to the rest—Catholic, Orthodox,
etc.—their devotion to the more than
200 holy places has been a source of
contention which has not contributed
to peace. These communities have
argued over the Holy places in a truly
scandalous way.
As one visits the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre he will find ample visible
signs of this divison. You will find it
partitioned out among the Greek Orthodox, the Armenians, the Roman Catholics, and two small enclosures for the
Syrians and Coptics. There have been
times when ridiculous quarrels led to a
smouldering of religious wars which
have sometimes resulted in armed
conflict.
With this background, let us consider the call in Psalm 122.
I. Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem
The problem of peace is so great that
it will take divine help to accomplish it.
Many Christians quote the call for
prayer more often than they pray or,
once the prayer is finished, do nothing
to help make their prayers bring peace.
We cannot separate the commands of
the Great Commission to "preach the
Gospel to every person" and activity in
the support of the survival of the State
of Israel.
The peace "made in Jerusalem" would
have religious overtones. It is the religious aspect of the city which means so
much to Islam, Judaism, and Christianity. All three are monotheistic. All
three recognize the prophets of the
Hebrew Scriptures, who cried out a4

gainst national sins.
A peace for export, labeled "made in
Jerusalem," cannot be blind to injustice. True justice cannot prevail where
hatred exists and is nurtured by ethnic,
cultural, national, or theological contentions.
Unless the three great monotheistic
religions show the way of peace within
the walls of Jerusalem, there will be no
peace for export. We must bear in
mind the responsibility resting on the
adherents of all three.
The land of Israel and the city
should be holy because the Lord God
is holy. God alone is holy, be He called
Jehovah, Heavenly Father, or Allah.
The land and city will become truly
holy only when the people therein
respond without reservation to the justice and faithfulness of the one Lord
and God. For many Jews and Christians this will not become fully real
until the coming of the Messiah. This
hope we have in common. But, in the
meantime, we should work toward
that day.
II. Love Jerusalem
The one who prays for Jerusalem is
to be motivated by love. This should
take priority over our national and
theological interests.
While the Jews have special reason
for a love, so do the followers of Jesus.
Christians ought to remember that
Jesus set the example as He loved the
city enough to weep over it.
For those who have accepted the
teachings of Jesus there is an added
dimension—His predictions regarding
the city. He foretold its destruction
(Mark 13:2). He also predicted "Jerusalem would be trodden down by the
Gentiles . .." (Luke 21:24). Both prophecies were fulfilled. He also promised the occupation by Gentiles would
continue only "until the times of the
Gentiles be fulfilled."
Why go for two out of three? If He
was accurate on the first two, why not
take Him at His word that now that
the Gentiles are no longer in control
(as of 1967), Jerusalem is not only
back in the hands of the Jews, but will
remain so?
I cannot resist the observation that
modern Jewry seems determined to
make an honest and trustworthy prophet out of Jesus! That is more than
can be said of some who carry the
name of Christ, but seem determined
to place the city once more under the

feet of Gentiles in the guise of international guarantees.
III. Speak to Jerusalem
As Christians we should speak to
Jerusalem, though we must recognize
that the initial moves for peace must be
initiated by those in the city. One has
observed that the stridency of the
debate on the city seems to hold a
direct correlation to distance from the
city.
There have been times when the
church remained silent when she should
have spoken. The Pope of Rome, in his
recent speech before the United Nations,
called for international guarantees.
Where was the church when Jordan
moved in by force, laid waste the Old
Jewish Quarter, destroyed or desecrated
fifty-eight synagogues; when synagogues not destroyed were used as stables, toilets and chicken coops; when
the cemetery dating back thousands of
years was vandalized with 38,000 of
the 50,000 tombstones removed to
pave roads, build fences and install
latrines?
Where was that church, concerned
about its own holy places, when Jordan denied access to the Western Wall,
Jewry's most holy place, while the
Moslems were free to worship at their
own shrines on the Temple Mount?
Where was the church when Jews
were expelled from the Old City? In
1967, Israel, in response to the military
attack by Jordan, took control of the
entire city. Then the Church cried with
alarm lest its holy places be desecrated;
but the silence before 1967 made the
speaking hypocritical.
Where has the Church been when
the nations, considered Christian, refuse to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and continue to maintain
their embassies in Tel Aviv?
Where has the Church been in America when both political parties and the
president of the United States promised to recognize Jerusalem as the capital? Where is the voice of the Church
in Canada when the new prime minister, after assuring the electorate that he
would recognize the city as the capital
as one of his first acts, reneged when
threatened with the withdrawal of Arab
investment from Canadian firms?
Where has the Protestant church
been while the Church of Rome has
refused the many appeals that it recognize the State of Israel? The Pope
at the United Nations called for peace
in the Middle East. He could have

Evangelical Visitor

taken a giant step toward that peace
had he announced a recognition of the
State of Israel.
Thank God, not all have been silent!
During the Pope's visit to the U.N. the
National Christian Leadership Conference for Israel urged that the Vatican grant official recognition to the
State of Israel. "We believe," the appeal
concluded, "this will be a real as well as
symbolic gesture in support of the continuing movement toward peace and
stability in the Middle East, and towards
increased harmony between Christians
and Jews throughout the world."
This petition was signed by 54 Christian leaders, including both Protestants and Catholics. Among the former
were theological positions from the far
right to the left.
As a member of the executive committee of the Leadership Conference,
in close association with others involved—Catholics, Protestant liberals,
and evangelicals—I have become increasingly convinced that the survival
of the State of Israel is an issue to
which we can all be dedicated without
compromising our theological convictions or, as missionary minded evangelicals, our obedience to our Lord's
commission to preach the good news
of salvation to everyone.
The Church should also speak out
against those acts, official or nonofficial, which might hinder Israel's
policy of religious freedom. Christians
should have the courage to speak out
against those activities by members of
the evangelical community which discredit the cause of missions. At the
same time we should, and have, protested to Israeli leaders, laws which
would limit the full exercise of the
Christian faith. The Minister of Justice told me in 1973 he believed freedom of religion involved the full exercise of the Christian dogma. In reading
of the command of Jesus at the close of
the Gospel of Matthew to "go into all
the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature," he concluded that
this, too, was part of the Christian
dogma. "We cannot say we are granting religious freedom when we deny
any religion the freedom to exercise its
full dogmas, but it must be done
legitimately."
IV. Seek Jerusalem's Good
What contributes best toward peace
within the walls will, in turn, help
create a "peace for export." This must
not be oversimplified. We deal with
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emotions, history, fierce religious commitments, and politics. That does not
mean, however, that we should ignore
the problem. The peace of the world is
at stake.
Internationalization of the city has
been rejected by both the Arabs and
the Jews. When I was in the Western
part of the city in 1952, I attended a
Christian church which had five in
attendance. The members were on the
other side of the barbed wire. A dividing of the city is unacceptable. Symbolically, it would declare the impossibility of peace and signify a divided
world.
As one Minister of Foreign Affairs
declared, "Jerusalem, eternal capital
of the Jewish people, is an integral part
of the sovereign State of Israel. It will
never be divided. Fully aware of Jerusalem's sanctity to other faiths, we
shall continue to scrupulously ensure
freedom of worship to members of all
faiths, just as we have always done . . .
The discrimination which prevailed
until the city's liberation shall never be
permitted to recur. Unified Jerusalem,
capital of the State of Israel under
Israeli sovereignty, is a fact which cannot be challenged by any other party."
Pope John Paul said to the United
Nations: "I also hope for a special statute that, under international guarantees, would respect the particular nature
of Jerusalem. . ." Such a call ignored
the facts of recent history. "International guarantees" is merely another
way of calling for international controls, which have never worked.
The call also implied that either
Israel has failed or cannot be trusted to
provide such guarantees. Such a call is
an insult to Israel in her difficult but
successful task of providing such freedom to all religions, without the help
of the nations of the world community
and in spite of the pressure and interference of some.
Who would guarantee what? Members of a United Nations Committee or
Commission would be dominated by
the political, not religious, interests of
the States they represent and become
paralyzed because of their differences.
There are many reasons for supporting
a united Jerusalem under the administration of the Jewish people. Major
Teddy Kolleck has proven that it can
be successful, and for the good of the
city.
The overwhelming majority of the
population today is Jewish. They are
the inhabitants with the longest un-

broken historical association with it.
Israel, as noted, has never had another
religious center. No Christian Church
has its international headquarters there.
For Islam, it ranks only third among
its holy places.
Since 1967, it has become an open
city. It is open to all its citizens, Jews,
Muslims, and Christians. They move
about freely, work in every part of the
city, and maintain human, cultural
and commercial contacts with each
other as they please. Thousands of
Arab workers are employed every day
in the Jewish quarters; thousands of
Jews shop in the markets of the Arab
quarters daily.
There is hope, as we see a degree of
peace already present. May we as
Christians follow the prescription written by the Psalmist—pray for the
peace of Jerusalem, love Jerusalem
with a Christlike compassion, speak to
her and her needs honestly and fairly,
and do all within our power to seek her
good.
In Jerusalem, the past is ever present. In Jerusalem the present is a prelude. Jerusalem in the future holds the
key to peace. May we never lose faith—
the faith that is the "substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen."
It shall come to pass in the latter
days
that the mountain of the house of
the Lord
shall be established as the highest of
the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
and all the nations shall flow to it,
and many peoples shall come, and
say;
"Come, let us go up to the mountain
of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways and
that we may walk in his paths."
For out of Zion shall go forth the
law, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall decide for many peoples;
and they shall beat their swords
into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning
hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against
nation,
neither shall they learn war any
more.
Isaiah 2:2-4

Used by permission of Evangelical Beacon.
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An artist once painted a picture of
a storm at sea. Black clouds filled the
sky with warnings, flashes of lightening showed a small boat being dashed
against a reef by the winds and
waves. Sailors were struggling in the
ocean hoping to survive; their garbled
voices calling for help.
There was one hope for their rescue.
A large rock projected from the land
... and on that rock stood a man with
a strong arm outstretched to those
who came within his reach.
The greatest responsibility of the
church is to reach out to those within
its grasp and share the only hope of
salvation possible: "Jesus Christ."
Let me ask you one question: "How
many unsaved, unchurched families
have come to Jesus through the outreach program of your congregation
in the last one, five or ten years?" If
you were to graph your Sunday attendances and church membership
for the past twenty years you may
find the results surprising. You will
learn a great deal about your outreach to the church and church community.
I believe it is good to determine
direction for congregational ministries. This can be done by asking this
question "Who are we trying to impress?" Some of your answers may
be, "our Bishop," "community pastors," "our deacon," "the elders of the
congregation," "the young people"
and on and on . . . Four years ago I
faced this question and was forced to
admit that some of the above answers
were mine. They were not answers
that I wanted. I wanted to be able to
answer that we were trying to impress
the unsaved, unchurched community
for Jesus Christ!
When I read the words from Isaiah
chapter sixty one, verses eighteen
and nineteen, I am challenged to lead
our congregation in this direction;
6

Outward Bound
by R. Dale Shaw
"The spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because He hath anointed me to
preach the gospel to the poor, he hath
sent me to heal the broken-hearted,
to preach deliverance to the captives,
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty they that are bruised,
to preach the acceptable year of the
Lord."
Through the Christians of the congregation Jesus wants to help hurting
people. In contrast many churches
are preoccupied with planning programs for the saints. Congregations
have been conditioned to expect pastoral visits several times a year.
In a. more proper perspective, the
lay people should be visiting rather
than expecting to be visited. There
should be some pastoral-laity visits
where there are real needs such as
sickness, death, or family concerns,
etc.
Several years ago our congregation decided to be "The Church of the
Open Door." We would be "accepting," "non-judgmental," and "loving."
We would pray and work to build
bridges to people. We would invite a
family over for fellowship and refreshment. We would interact with community families.
After building bridges of friendship, "our church" and "faith" generally came into our conversation. We
talk about our congregation with
enthusiasm and confidence . . . for
our church is the most exciting place
in the community! . . . . Often this
conversation stimulates enough
curiosity to bring our friends to visit
the worship services.
The Sunday morning Christian Education opportunities for adults are
planned to relate to people "where
they are." For example, "How to win
the Race" is the theme of a class that
will soon be taught . . . it will cover
such topics as proper diet, reading

material, exercise, and personal devotions . . . and represents the fact that
we must minister to the "total person."
Our morning worship service is
carefully prepared so that newcomers
will feel as comfortable as possible. If
we are going to sing a chorus, we
print the words in the bulletin; if we
are going to repeat the Lord's prayer
we print that in the bulletin . . . for
many visitors have not memorized it
and feel threatened and uncomfortable without the words in front of
them. Expressions such as "Shekinah
Glory" are not used without an explanation. We encourage people to
introduce themselves and assist them
in finding and signing the guest book.
Every visitor is followed up with a
personal letter affirming them and
their visit with us.
Each Sunday Morning service is
closed with an opportunity for a person to commit himself to Jesus Christ.
He is asked to respond by raising his
hand so the pastor can pray for him.
The following week responses are followed up with a visit from the pastor
or a Lay-Minister, and a Bible study
on "knowing God" is shared. (By
appointment only).
As a Christian, you stand as the
"hope" of your community. Empowered by the Holy Spirit you are to
reach out in love, concern, compassion, and friendship to those within
your reach. Support your congregational leaders to make your congregation a working example of Christ's
mandate from God and our mandate
from Christ to "Go and teach all
nations" beginning with your Judea.
With the help of the Holy Spirit,
some of those whom you now consider "impossibles" in your community will soon sit in your services, sing
in your choir, teach your children
their Sunday school lesson as dedicated servants of Jesus Christ.
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Births

Alderfer: Stephen Edward, born Jan.
26, to Eric and Julie Alderfer, New York
City.
Alt: Nancy Jo, born Feb. 26, to Mr. and
Mrs. Larry Alt, Palmyra congregation, Pa.

Hoffsmith-Wolfe: Marilyn, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. John Wolfe, Manheim, Pa.,
and Jim, son of Mr. and Mrs. James
Hoffsmith, Sr., Annville, Pa., June 23,
1979, in the Manheim Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Richard Guistwite and
Rev. Glenn Frey officiating.

Burnheimer: Brad Allen, born Feb. 28,
to Ray and Rita Burnheimer, New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Cramer: Carmen Michelle, born Feb. 5,
to Timothy and Shelly Cramer, Cedar
Grove congregation, Pa.

Siegrist-Armbrust: Carol Ann, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Armbrust, New
Holland, Pa., and C. Eugene, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Jake Siegrist, Myerstown, Pa.,
Feb. 2, in the Manor Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker
officiating.

Deisch: Casey Wayne, born Feb. 7, to
David and Becky Deisch, Union Grove
congregation, In.

Stump-Jack: Cheryl Ann, daughter of
Mrs. James C. Jack, and Duane Kelly, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Owen Stump, both of
Nappanee, In., March 8, in the Nappanee
United Methodist Church with Rev. Jay
A. Morris and Rev. Rod Hill officiating.

Gilson: William H., born Feb. 9, to
Mark and Tobi Gilson, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Kipe: Emily Ann, born Jan. 19, to John
and Erin Kipe, Fairview Avenue congregation, Pa.
Mellott: Michelle Lynn, born Feb. 5, to
Timothy and Bonnie Mellott, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Oberholtzer: Bennet Ray, born Feb. 2,
to Nelson and Lucinda (Myers) Oberholtzer,
Montgomery congregation, Pa.
Olver: Matthew Scott, born Feb. 20, to
John and Chryl Olver, Fairview congregation, Pa.
Pugh: Angela Elizabeth, born Dec. 17,
to John and Joan Pugh, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.
Stroup: Renee Ann, born Feb. 18, to
Mr. and Mrs. Elwood Stroup, Jr., Free
Grace congregation. Pa.
Stull: Melissa Rae, born Mar. 6, to
Mike and Judy Stull, Union Grove congregation, In.
Tucker: Lisa Marie, born Feb. 22, to
Keith and Yolanda Tucker, Sherkston
congregation, Ont.
Weiand: Jamie Matthew, born Feb. 9,
to Ronald and Jane Weiand, Cedar Grove
congregation, Pa.

Weddings

Frey-Cline: Cheryl Ann, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Cline, Washington Boro, Pa., and Quintin Fisher, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Emerson C. Frey, Millersville, Pa., Feb. 16, in the Manor Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. John Hawbaker officiating.
Gerhart-Peters: Janice, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Benjamin Peters, Manheim, Pa.,
and Luke, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey
Gerhart, Lititz, Pa., Dec. 29, in the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Glenn Frey officiating.

April 10, 1980

Varner-Towsey: Ada, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. James Towsey, and Kenneth, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Philip Varner, Dec. 1, in
the Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Eugene Heidler officiating.
Wolfe-Erb: Margorie, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. John Erb, Mount Joy, Pa., and
Clifford, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Wolfe,
Manheim, Pa., Jan. 12, in the Speedwell
Heights Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Wilbur Besecker and Rev. Ken Wooten
officiating.

Obituaries

Brubaker: Abram Brubaker, Messiah
Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa., born Nov.
18, 1891, died Feb. 13, 1980. He was the
son of Daniel B. and Amanda L. Oberholtzer Brubaker. He was married to Emma
Jane Miller. He is survived by two daughters: Mary Hendriksma and Ruth Davis;
four grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; a sister, Ella Brubaker; and three
brothers: Ezra, Menno, and Samuel. He
was converted at the age of 14 and was a
member of the Grantham Brethren in
Christ where he served as deacon. He was a
carpenter by trade and gave much of his
time to the various churches of the denomination. The funeral service was conducted
in the Grantham Brethren in Christ Church.
Interment was in Mt. Pleasant, Pa.
Eby: Eugene Eby, born Dec. 24, 1946,
died Feb. 11, 1980. He was the son of Lewis
V. and Edna H. Eby who survive. Also
surviving are his wife, Nancy Gable Eby; a
daughter, Melissa, and a son, Steven. He
was a member of the Paramount Brethren
in Christ Church where the funeral service
was conducted. Interment was in the Clear
Spring Mennonite Cemetery.
France: Mrs. Edith May France, Upland,
Ca., born in 1894, died Jan. 31, 1980. She is
survived by her husband, Elmer; a son,
Jesse; three daughters: Mrs. Ruth Baker,
Mrs. Eunice Asper; Mrs. Mary Elizabeth
Siedhoff; 11 grandchildren; 24great-grandchildren; two brothers; and three sisters.
She was a member of the Upland Brethren

in Christ Church where the funeral service
was conducted by Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder. Interment was in the Bellevue
Cemetery.
Garis: Elmer F. Garis, Jr., born March
1, 1921, in Souderton, Pa., died Feb. 18,
1980. He was married to Gladys A. Wood
who survives. Also surviving are two
daughters: Sue Malock and Karen Freed; a
son, Jon C.; four grandchildren; three
brothers; and nine sisters. He was a member
of the Souderton Brethren in Christ Church
where the funeral service was conducted by
Rev. Andrew Stoner.
Gingrich: Mrs. Jennie Pearl Gingrich,
Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa., born
Feb. 12, 1881, died Jan. 26, 1980. She was
the daughter of Steward and Emma Leyder.
She was married to Greely H. Gingrich
who preceded her in death. She is survived
by four sons: Carl, Clair, John and Lester;
five daughters: Mrs. Viola Landis, Mrs.
Gertrude Bowers, Mrs. Ruth Keefer, Mrs.
Martha Stern, and Mrs. Jane Swartz; 33
grandchildren; 51 great-grandchildren; and
four great-great-grandchildren. She was a
member of the Cedar Grove Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service
was conducted by Rev. Eugene Heidler
and Rev. Leroy Walters. Interment was in
the Lost Creek Cemetery.
Hilts: Mrs. Annie Sophia Hilts, died
Jan. 20, 1980, at the age of 100. She was the
daughter of Alfred and Elizabeth Brillinger. She was married to David Hilts who
preceded her in death. She is survived by a
daughter, Mrs. Hilda Hoadley; three grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren. She
was a member of the Heise Hill Brethren in
Christ Church. Interment was in the Heise
Hill Cemetery.
Hoffer: Chester S. Hoffer, born March
5, 1919, died Feb. 20, 1980. He is survived
by his wife, Kathryn; two sons: Clair and
Henry; two daughters: Mrs. Joyce Groff
and Mrs. Karen McBeth; six grandchildren; four brothers; and a sister. He was a
member of the Mastersonville Brethren in
Christ Church where he was a deacon and
a former trustee. Rev. James Ketner and
Rev. Robert Hess conducted the funeral
service in the Mastersonville Church. Interment was in the adjoining cemetery.
Knepper: Adam Knepper, Chambersburg, Pa., born Oct. 24, 1882, died Feb. 9,
1980 in the Menno-Haven Nursing Home.
He was the son of Jeremiah and Emma
Small Knepper. He was married to Nellie
Ausherman who preceded him in death in
1966. He is survived by a daughter, Mrs.
Miriam Stern; seven sons: Robert, Paul,
Charles, John, Lewis, Abner, and Joseph;
27 grandchildren; 47 great-grandchildren;
a great-great-grandchild; and a half-brother.
He was preceded in death by a daughter.
He was a member of the New Guilford
Church where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. Maurice Bender and Rev.
Charlie B. Byers. Interment was in the New
Guilford Cemetery.
to page 14
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"When we come together we do
awaken our hearts in the grace of l
greater diligence and attention."
—Quote from Peter Reidman (1565) whii

Becoming Th<
by Alice

John Shearer, pastor and one of three designated leaders of the
House Church, shares from the Word during a worship experience.

Leadership of the House Church and worship services is
shared. Here chairperson Carolyn Brubaker leads the Sunday
morning meeting by explaining a new song. Other persons pictured, from left to right, are: Mim Musser, Jody Shearer, Joe
Klebon, Maurice Brubaker, Pat and Jennifer Kepka, Debbie
Sisco.

Fellowship is an important part of the House Church's life.
Here those attending the Sunday morning service enjoy a coffeebreak between worship and the discussion hour. A simple lunch is
shared after the morning activities each Sunday.
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When Mennonite Disaster Service workers participated
in Wilkes-Barre flood-relief efforts following the 1972
storm, they found a large number of young adults in the
area open to the Good News of Jesus Christ. Research and
discussion with local residents, sponsored by a Task Force
from the Franconia Mennonite Conference, Eastern District of the General Conference Mennonites and Brethren
in Christ Missions, were encouraging. Local leaders seemed
open to a unique kind of ministry in the Wilkes-Barre area:
"Yes, come. There are many young adults who need a
non-traditional approach to Christianity."
"But, we hope you don't have to build another church
building. We already have too many."
In 1976 John and Velorous Shearer with their three
sons, Jody, Jay, and Jud, moved to Wilkes-Barre to lead
the project. By the fall of that year fifteen adults were
meeting to worship in participants' homes.
Now, three and a half years later, persons in the fellowship comment: "I know we're on a journey and that we
don't have nearly all the answers, but this small family-type
experience helps me understand and practice the gospel as
never before."
"I'm finding faith in Jesus Christ for the first time!"
"Without this trustworthy small unit of Christians, I
could not have begun to face some of my deeper problems."
How do members of the Wilkes-Barre House Church
share their lives and faith together? Central to the fellowship are weekly small group meetings for adults members
in individuals' homes, which provide times for sharing and
encouragement. Sunday morning meetings are open to
anyone. Children are a vital part of these gatherings and
visitors are invited to share in worship, fellowship and
discussion.
Members of the House Church also share in discipling
one another through voluntary "disciplines": having regular times of personal creative prayer and Bible study,
attending all small group and Sunday morning meetings,
practicing peacemaking in daily living, encouraging other
persons in the fellowship in their vocations, and tithing
personal income.
John Shearer says, "Churches such as ours are easily
misunderstood. It appears to some that we're trying to set
up holier-than-thou structures. But what we're really concerned about is helping membership in Christ's body be
more conscious and meaningful.... We are careful not to
force these disciplines on anyone. Each year, each of us
prayerfully decides if we want to practice the disciplines for
another year. Not everyone decides to follow this full
membership experience."
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o with the desire to encourage and
iod, to walk in the Lord's sight with
h appeared on W-B House Church brochure.

Visible Body
Continued outreach in the Wilkes-Barre community is a
major concern. Recently the group began renting a facility
where Sunday morning gatherings are held, providing
enough space to accommodate all interested persons. They
are sponsoring a "School of Christian Living" which provides a variety of Christian education experiences for persons interested in membership and spiritual growth. House
Church members are making a conscious effort to offer
ministries meeting individual needs, including fellowship
for persons whose relationship with their churches has
been temporarily broken or who want to share in the
House Church fellowship while continuing to worship
with their home congregation.
As the Wilkes-Barre House Church seek to be the people
of God, they model their life together after the New Testament church as a committed community of faith. They
continue to search for ways to better minister to the real
needs of persons in their community, to give increased
opportunities for single persons to share meaningfully in
the life of the fellowship, and to support one another as
members of the body of Christ.

Here one of the small adult congregations meets in a home.
Members of this group pictured (left to right) are: Vel Shearer,
Pat Kepka, Carolyn and Maurice Brubaker, Debbie, Joshua and
Rich Sisco, John Shearer. (Rich and Debbie Sisco are Brethren
in Christ working with Volunteers of America as houseparents in
a group home.)

PHOTO CREDIT: Citizen's Voice, Wilkes-Barre, PA.
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LEARNING
—to DO JUSTLY
—to LOVE MERCY
—to WALK HUMBLY
(Micah 6:8)
by J. Wilmer Heisey
While newsmakers of the world work over the issues of
Teheran, Afghanistan and Bogata, concerned Christians
work through intensely personal issues of Christian faith
and life. What manner of people should we be in these
times? How does belonging to the Kingdom of Heaven
affect one's conduct in this world?
President Carter's recent announcement that he will
move to reactivate draft registration has caused many
people to re-examine their beliefs. Fortunately for the
Brethren in Christ, the Mennonite Central Committee
Peace Section (U.S.) prepared CHRISTIAN PEACEMAKER REGISTRATION forms two years ago. These
forms are available as tools for people to articulate their
faith in terms of their attitude toward war. Provision is
made on the forms for sincere Christians with differing
convictions to put in writing what they believe and how
their beliefs affect their conduct in society, and in their
vocations.
The Christian Peacemaker Registration forms are available through MCC or Brethren in Christ Missions at minimal cost, and would be profitable for use by the entire
congregation.
In response to evident need for more teaching on peace
and justice in the local congregation, the second of two
consultations on peace and justice education is being
planned. A number of congregations across the brotherhood are studying such topics as "The Message of Peace
and Social Justice in Relation to Salvation,... to Sanctification,... to Sin, etc." These study groups will share their
findings in writing with the writers of two major papers
being prepared. Dr. Martin Schrag, Messiah College, will
write, "The Implications of the Peace and Justice Message
as a Central Facet of Biblical Faith." John Stoner and
John A. Byers will prepare, "A Tentative Program for a
Comprehensive Peace and Justice Education Effort for the
Church."
Through the cooperation of the Brethren in Christ Historical Society and the Commission on Peace and Social
Concern, the forthcoming issue of Brethren in Christ History and Life, Vol. Ill, Number 1, will publish two of the
major papers presented at the first consultation in November
1979. A copy of this important issue will be mailed to each
Brethren in Christ pastor for use as a study piece. The
journal will feature "The Biblical Summons to Do Justice:
A Historical Choice For the Brethren in Christ" by Ronald
J. Sider, and "The Biblical Attitude On War and Violence"
by Merle E. Brubaker.
Other suggested study material appeared in the January
10 issue of the Visitor. Further inquiry may be made to the
Commission on Peace and Social Concerns, Box 149,
Elizabethtown, PA 17022.
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WORLD
HUNGER:
What
More
Can
Paul Longacre
A 1979 draft U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO) report says, "The
undernutrition of millions of people in
developing countries is in most cases
not the result of inadequate food supplies in the world or within the countries where they live. Rather it is a
product of poverty resulting directly
from the ways in which governments
and businesses manage national and
international economics. The poor are
poor and hunger exists in large part
because the continued existence of
these poor either serves, or does not
threaten, certain vested economic and
political interests."
Five years ago, our response to
world hunger seemed easier than today:
food relief shipments were needed for
India and Upper Volta; money was
needed for development programs in
Chad and Bangladesh; hunger-related
legislative initiatives in Washington
and Ottawa needed support and we
believed cutting back on food and fertilizer consumption could transfer to
more readily available resources for
Haiti and Ethiopia.
Now as Christians we often feel frustrated in trying to help. We have given
generously to Mennonite Central Committee and other agencies. We have
tried to live responsibly. We have written to our government officials urging
them to grant more help to the hungry,
but the problem persists. As many
people are hungry today as were hungry
in 1974.
10

Do?
Today's world hunger problems seem
more complex, more deeply ingrained
in the structures of our world and thus
more unresponsive to our hands of
help. How do Christians help the hungry
when the primary reasons for that
hunger are political and economic?
Political and economic factors in
the world hunger picture are not new.
Proverbs 13:23 seems as if it were written by a church hunger task force.
"The fallow ground of the poor yields
much food, but it is swept away through
injustice."
It is relatively easy for us to say that
Christians today, like the Old Testament prophets and Jesus, should be
concerned about hunger and justice.
But it is more difficult and controversial to say how to express that concern.
More of the traditional responses are
needed—greater food aid, additional
money and personnel for development
programs and more sacrificial living—
but new responses are also required.
In 1974 one frequently heard the
proverb, "Give a man a fish and he will
fish for a day; teach a man to fish and
he will have fish for a lifetime." In light
of current understanding of the causes
of hunger, the proverb should be amended to say not only "Teach a man
to fish" but "Help get him a place at the
stream so he can fish."
As Christians concerned about the
hungry we need to become more aware
of unjust structures, confess when we
perceive that our attitudes and selfish

living patterns help maintain them and
work courageously to change these
unjust patterns.
Ron Sider says in a new book,
Christ and Violence, "If we take seriously the model of the Incarnate Son
who became a slave to redeem us, then
we will not wait to begin living simple,
personal lifestyles until we have changed
economic structures. Simple, personal
lifestyles are extremely important
now—both as visible albeit imperfect
models pointing to the coming kingdom, and as an indication of our call to
government for sweeping systemic
change."
Christians must give greater attention to the hungry and the deeper
causes that perpetuate hunger. Christians can model new living patterns
and responses that aid the hungry
directly and begin to weaken the oppressive political and economic structures. Responses, though probably inadequate to the magnitude of the problem, include:
Pray. Pray that God will grant the
hungry food. Pray also that God will
grant us insight to look at how our
living patterns perpetuate hunger and
courage to change those patterns.
Care. Too easily the hungry are
blocked out of our vision. We need to
sharpen our awareness of the 450 million that have too little to eat by more
conscious reading, visiting, and talking with persons who live and serve
among the poor. Uncomfortable? Yes,
but genuine help seldom comes without discomfort.
Confess. We need to confess our
greed and commit ourselves to change.
Getting our "house in order" will be a
challenge to others.
Examine. We need to examine our
patterns of living, investments and
purchases. Where these affect the poor,
we must change. "Getting the best bargain" is not in the Ten Commandments. It is not a good guide if the
"bargain" is at the expense of the poor
and hungry.
Give. We must creatively find ways
of reducing our needs so that more
resources are available for mission and
service programs of the church. With
growing incomes, what we keep for
ourselves rather than what we give
should receive primary focus.
Volunteer. Direct service in helping
the hungry grow food or related services is essential. Skilled servants are
needed by MCC and other development agencies.
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The Blessings of Being a
Pastor's Wife
Mrs. Earl Lehman
We read and hear so much about the role of the pastor's
wife; what are our responsibilities, our duties, how much
time should we give to the church.
In Matthew 25:40 we read, "Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto
„ „ Hthe least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto
me.
We should always remember, we are saved to serve, we
are servants of God to serve a needy world.
I am grateful for the workings and leadings in my own
heart and life. I will never forget almost twenty years ago
while working in my garden and knowing the call upon my
husband's heart, I died out, accepting the verse of the hymn
which says,
"A tent or a cottage why should I care,
He's building a palace for me over there,
Though exiled from home, yet still I can sing,
Oh, Glory to God I'm a child of the King."
I'm thankful the call which I received that day is still real in
my heart.
There are so many blessings which I would never have
received if my husband were not a pastor.
The lovely parsonage situated in the beautiful Pennsylvania mountains, our wonderful people who worship with
us each Sunday, and the many, many community friends.
Each fall the enormous food shower given to us by our
parishioners fill my shelves in basement and cupboards,
the delicious beef, farm fresh eggs, sometimes a turkey for
the freezer, homemade bread and buns, these are blessings
of being a pastor's wife.
The privilege of praying for my pastor husband while he
is away in evangelistic meetings and sharing the blessings
Influence. Church members, neighbors, and government officials should
repeatedly hear our cries for the poor.
That cry, authenticated by responsible
living, will be salt and light in the
world.
Isaiah recognized some of the problems that kept many Israelites poor.
His call in Isaiah 58 is instructive for
the church today:
"Is not this the fast that I chose: to
loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo
the thongs of the yoke, to let the
oppressed go free, and to break every
yoke? Is it not to share your bread with
the hungry, and bring the homeless
poor into your house; when you see the
naked, to cover him, and not to hide
yourself from your own flesh? Then
shall your light break forth like the
dawn, and your healing shall spring up
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of the meetings upon his return. Receiving many beautiful
gifts from congregations or ladies where he had been
ministering.
The privilege of entertaining evangelists twice a year and
sitting around the table after services with the family for a
time of fellowship, having the Bishop and wife for meals or
overnight; many guests, speakers, and singers in a year's
time, add many spiritual blessings to our life.
The privilege of hearing the phone ring day or night and
know there is confidence at the other end as we are told of
someone passing away, a problem they are going through
or to hear the words, "Pray for me."
It was a joy a few years ago to have a seventy-year old
mother bring her daughter to the parsonage and say, "She
wants to get saved and I don't know how to help her. Can
you help her?" I was thankful I could turn to God's Word,
we talked awhile, prayed and talked some more, then knelt
again, it was only a short time till her face lit up and she
said, "I know I am saved, I know I am saved"—what a
privilege.
Oh, the joy and inner peace there is in knowing we are
doing something worthwhile which will last for time and
eternity. Just knowing we are in God's will gives such
satisfaction.
Some may say, Is it worth it to give up home, relatives
and friends, move away from them all to be a pastor's wife?
A thousand times yes, for "Only one life 'twill soon be past,
only what's done for Christ will last."
Mrs. Lehman's husband, Earl, ispasloral Sherman's Valley Church, PA.

speedily; your righteousness shall go
before you, the glory of the Lord shall
be your rear guard. Then you shall

Materials on World
Hunger Available
World hunger is one of those troubling issues that does not go away
and which avoids simple answers.
The Mennonite Central Committee
and Hunger Concerns Office has
produced a series of seven articles
presenting an overview of the world
hunger problem, one of which is
printed here. Other article titles are:
"World Hunger: Old Problems and
New Approaches," ". . . Population

call, and the Lord will answer; and
shall cry, and he will say, 'here I am.' "
(Isaiah 58:6-9a).
Grows, But a Little Slower," ". . .
More Than Food Production," ". . .
Malnutrition and Poverty," ".. .Energy—The Troublesome Issue," ". . .
Hungry in the U.S.A."
Single articles or the entire series
may be received without charge by
writing to Food and Hunger Concerns Office, MCC, Akron, PA 17501.
Also, audiovisuals about world hunger and related issues are available
without charge. Requests should be
sent to the attention of Alice Dourte,
Brethren in Christ Missions, Box
149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022.
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New Congregational
Training Course
How Children Grow in Faith is the
focus of the latest congregational study
guide prepared by publishers of The
Foundation Series. The title, Upon
These Doorposts, which takes its cue
from the passage in Deuteronomy 6:69, reflects the view that the nurture,
care, and the response of faith by
children occurs in the context of the
day to day life of the family of God in
congregational and household settings.
Children are affected by all aspects
of the life of the family of God and are
influenced by all members young and
old. In their growth in faith, the songs
and prayers in worship take their place
alongside the instruction in the classroom and in the home. The loving
attention of the elderly members joins
with the nurture and discipline of
teachers and parents to call and invite
children to respond in faith as God
calls them. Thus this training course
Upon These Doorposts is viewed as a
congregational study designed for all
adult members of the people of God.
This study, prepared by three writers, surveys three areas of concern. In
chapters 1 and 2 Marlene Kropf (Portland, Oregon) reviews the contribution of the intellectual, moral, emotional, spiritual perspectives to an understanding of the manner in which the
development of faith occurs as children grow from infancy to adulthood.
In chapters 3 and 4 Bertha Harder
(St. Louis, Missouri) explores the manner in which The Foundation Series,
through the formal teaching settings of
the Sunday school shares the content
of faith with the children.
In chapters 5 and 6 Linea Geiser
(Goshen, Indiana) examines the informal settings of the home and congregation in which children see the
faith demonstrated through the ongoing life and experience of the congregation and family.
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Three New Foundation Series
Resources to Be Released
Three new Foundation Series resources designed to
enrich and enhance the children's educational and nurture program in congregations will be available from the
publishers for use this coming September.

Upon These Doorposts includes three
items—a leader's guide, a leader's packet, and a resource workbook for students. Review copies of this course are
available for your examination from
your publishing house in late spring.
Congregations may order this course
through the Fall quarter Sunday school
order form.

New Nursery Course

In response to the requests for resources to assist congregations in-the
nurture and care of their nursery children, a new course is now available
from the publishers of The Foundation Series.
The nursery course is designed to
assist teachers in the care and nurture
of their two-year-olds in the context of
the educational program of the congregation. The course extends and
builds upon Infants, Toddlers, and
Twos, which gives general guidance to
parents, teachers, and those responsible for the church nursery to plan the
type of care and nurture that is most
beneficial to the spiritual growth of
these little ones in the midst of the
congregation.
As the basic resource took, Infants,
Toddlers, and Twos should be placed
in every home at the birth of the child
and in the hands of those who care for
the children in the church nursery. The
new dimension of the nursery course is
the quarterly teacher resources and
student resources designed for use with
children 24 to 36 months. Provided for
each quarter is (1) a 32-page teacher's
guide which incorporates suggestions
of ways to conduct a one-hour session
with children; (2) a teaching packet
which includes items to aid the teacher
in creating a wholesome learning setting; (3) a set of take-home cards, 5'A x
8'/2, for the children. These cards,
which the children will take home each
Sunday, include a colorful picture on
the front. On the back are Bible stories

and verses as well as comments to help
parents understand the theme of the
class session and ways they can encourage and enrich the spiritual growth
of their children.
The theme for this one year study is
"The Child in God's World." In the
study it is reflected on a quarterly basis
and includes the themes of the Child,
the Family, God's World, and God's
Care. Throughout the year, two-yearolds are encouraged to grow in selfawareness and appreciation of themselves, their families, and of God's love
and care for them.

Let's Sing! Songbook

For several years Kindergarten children and their parents have been enjoying the songs and music on the Let's
Sing! record. With the release of the
Let's Sing!songbook, they will be able
to follow along in the songbook as the
record is being played. As they listen
and sing they will also enjoy the lively
illustrations by Beatrice Darwin generously sprinkled throughout the songbook. Each Kindergarten child will
want a personal copy of both the
record and songbook for use and enjoyment at home.
The Let's Sing! songbook includes
35 titles. These titles appear in the
songbook in the same sequence as they
are found on the record. Most of the
titles are also found in the Kindergarten teacher's guide or student resource In and Out at some point during the one-year course.
Themes around which the Let's Sing!
collection are organized include those
of Christmas, Easter, praise, nature,
and God's love and care.
The Let's Sing!songbook is 56 pages
in length. Size is 8 A x 5'/2- It is available for review from your publishing
house. Congregations may order it
through the Fall Sunday school order
form.
l
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BANNER
and

CONTEST
PROCESSIONAL

at General Conference
June 28 • McMaster University
Guidelines and Information

Theme Of The Banner
The theme should enhance the Conference theme
INWARD AND OUTWARD BOUND IN THE EIGHTIES, but not necessarily in those words. A motto or slogan
enhancing the theme is desired; i.e. receiving Christ—
sharing Christ.
Participants
Each congregation is encouraged to participate, however, a specific agency or group within the congregation
may assume responsibility for producing the banner.
Size and Shape
(1) Maximum size including any fringe, tassels, etc. not to
exceed 5 feet in width (horizontal dimension) and 3
feet in height (vertical dimension).
(2) Banner may be any shape or size within the above
maximum limits.
(3) Suggested height of letters be approximately 7 inches
for visibility in a large auditorium.
Materials and Construction
(1) The basic material or background is to be of cloth or
fabric.
(2) Any number of types and colours of materials can be
sewn or glued to display the message.
(3) The theme may be enhanced through use of symbols, etc. (Use your imagination!)
(4) Banners must be provided with a means of hanging
(112 to 3/ 4 inch dowling through the top) as they will
be displayed on the wall of the auditorium for viewing
and judging.
Judging Criteria
Each banner will be judged on the following points with
a total possible score of 100.
Registration Form

©
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Content and communication of the theme (how well
does the banner communicate the message)—40
points.
(2) Choice and use of colours and materials—20 points.
(3) Originality and creativity—20 points.
(4) Design, lettering, workmanship and overall visual impact—20 points.
Prizes and Recognition
Special placement on the platform will be given to
banners of first, second and third place standing.
Prizes will be in the form of a grant to your Church
library.
1st price—$50.00 2nd prize—$30.00 3rd prize—$20.00
Three runner-up prizes of $10.00 each.
Registration and Registration Fee
Registration fee—$4.00 to be enclosed with registration
form. Make checks payable to the Board of Christian
Education.
Registration form should be completed and mailed by
May 15, 1980 to Winifred Swalm, Associate Director of
Christian Education, DUNTROON, ONTARIO, CANADA. L0M 1H0.
Conference Participation
The BANNER PROCESSIONAL will take place Saturday, June 28 as part of the opening of the Conference.
Participants will receive details regarding processional
rehearsal, etc.
The Banner is to be carried by any two persons of the
participating congregation. All banners to be on display
for the duration of the Conference.
Questions
Any questions concerning the guidelines and/or banner
contest should be directed to Winifred Swalm, Duntroon,
Ontario, Canada L0M 1H0. Telephone: 1-705-445-4172.
(1)

BANNER CONTEST and PROCESSIONAL
We wish to participate in this activity.
Name of Congregation:
Name of Contact Person:.
(for future mailing and instructions regarding rehearsal)

$4.00 fee enclosed:
(Please Check)
MAIL TO: Winifred Swalm, Associate Director of Christian Education,
Duntroon, Ontario, Canada L0M 1H0.
Sponsored by the Board of Christian Education.

Registration Form

Sponsors Needed
to Help Children
Attend School
MCC News Release
There are seven million people in
Calcutta, India. How many orphans?
No one knows for sure. Perhaps 60,000.
Families in the bustees (slums) live in
overcrowded conditions without benefit of running water or sanitary facilities. It is not unusual for eight to
twelve people from three generations
to share a single tiny room.
Children from such families and
from poor families in seven other
countries are able to attend school
through the Mennonite Central Committee Child Sponsorship Program.
Through the program North Americans give $ 12 each month to help one
child. For some children the fee pays
for school tuition and books. In other
cases it helps support the family so the
child, who would otherwise need to
stay out of school to work and help
bring home the family's food, will be
Obituaries

from page 7

Knutti: David Knutti, Sarasota, Fl., born
Aug. 8, 1919, in Burton City, Oh., died
Jan. 1, 1980, in the Manatee Memorial
Hospital, Sarasota. He is survived by his
wife, Mildred Graybill; a daughter, Mrs.
Elaine Weller; a son, Gary; a sister, Mrs.
Etta Whetsone; a brother, Orville; and two
grandchildren. A son preceded him in
death. He was a member of the Community Bible Brethren in Christ Church, having
transferred from the Sippo Valley congregation. The funeral service was conducted
in the Atkinson-Feucht-Shaidnagle Funeral Home, Massillon, by Rev. Ted Burwell. Interment was in the Pleasant View
Cemetery.
Lehman: Mrs. Anna Mary Lehman, Newville, Pa., born Nov. 13, 1909, died Dec. 17,
1979, in the Carlisle Hospital. She is survived by five sons: Charles, Ronald, Rev.
Simon Jr., Robert S., and Rev. Earl; two
daughters: Mrs. Betty Swartz and Gladys
L.; and two sisters. She was a member of
the Green Spring Brethren in Christ Church.
The funeral service was conducted in the
Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. R. H. Wenger, Rev. Lome
Lichty, and Rev. Simon Lehman Jr. offi-
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able to study.
Children sponsored include those
whose parents are ill, separated or
unemployed. Some of the children
have been orphaned or deserted. Poor
and needy children are helped, irresponsive of their caste, religion, or
creed.
Sponsored children attend regular
grade schools and high schools and
learn reading, writing, mathematics,
and other academic subjects. All sponsored children and their parents understand the Christian identity of the pro-

gram and in some cases sponsorship
staff act as Christian counselors to the
students.
In recent years MCC has needed
more sponsors, since requests for help
have not been met by the number of
available sponsors. In 1980 MCC needs
approximately 300 new sponsors to
assist children in need.
For more information about Child
Sponsorship Program write to MCC,
21 South 12th St., Akron, Pa., 17501
or MCC (Canada), 201-1483 Pembina
Hwy., Winnipeg, Man., R3T 2C8.

ciating. Interment was in the Mt. Zion
Cemetery.

Mrs. Miriam K. Smith; 16 granchildren; 8
great-grandchildren; and five brothers and
sisters. He was a member of the Martinsburg Brethren in Christ Church where he
served as a Sunday school teacher, trustee,
and member of the church board. The funeral service was conducted in the Martinsburg Brethren in Christ by Rev. Barton
Starr. Interment was in the Spring Hope
Cemetery.

Lesher: Paul M. Lesher, born Aug. 20,
1903, died Aug. 20, 1980. He was the son of
Harvey and Laura Myers Lesher. He is
survived by a brother, Arthur Lesher. The
funeral service was conducted in the Montgomery Brethren in Christ Church by Rev.
H. Melvin Boose. Interment was in the
adjoining cemetery.
Stailey: William M. Stailey, Lawn, Pa.,
born Feb. 15, 1900, died Jan. 24, 1980 in
the Harrisburg Hospital. He is survived by
his wife, Mrs. Fannie Stailey; four stepchildren: John and Larry Brosey, Mrs.
Barbara Mummau, and Mrs. Deborah
Tice; and eight grandchildren. Rev. Richard
R. Ail officiated at the service which was
held in the Lawn Evangelical Congregational Church. Interment was in the Risser's
Cemetery.
Stern: Oscar K. Stern, Chambersburg,
Pa., born June 9, 1902, in Blair Co., Pa.,
died Feb. 4, 1980, in the Chambersburg
Hospital. He was the son of Isaac and Ella
Kauffman Stern. On Nov. 26, 1925 he married Carrie E. Lauver who survives. He is
also survived by five children: Mrs. Ethel
S. Brubaker, Mrs. M. Viola Burns, Rev.
Hubert L., Mrs. Bernice E. Ferry, and

Wale: Earl Wale, Porter Twp., born
Feb. 4, 1891, in Adams Co., In., died Dec.
10, 1979, in the Midland Hospital Center.
He was married to Esther Moore who preceded him in death in 1954. He is survived
by three sons: J. B., L. D., and Larry; five
daughters: Mrs. Beatrice Emery, Mrs. Karen
Wallin, Mrs. Dessie Full, Mrs. Anita Mudd,
and Mrs, Lilly James; 28 grandchildren; 22
great-grandchildren; and a sister. Rev.
Bedsaul Agee conducted the funeral service in the Case Funeral Home. Interment
was in the Ridgelawn Cemetery.
Ward: Edgar Dow Ward, Wheeler, Mi.,
born July 31,1917, died Dec. 20, 1979. He
is survived by his wife, Helen; 8 children;
and 9 grandchildren. The funeral service
was conducted in the Case Funeral Chapel
by Rev. John Harkness and Rev. Bedsaul
Agee. Interment was in the Roselawn
Memorial Gardens.
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Editorial

Worship—What is Meant?
There are Old Testament scenes of worship that leave
one speechless. To have been with Israel at Mt. Sinai
would have been a never-to-be-forgotten experience. To
have been part of the pageantry at Solomon's sacrifice and
dedication of the Temple, one would indeed have said:
"Jehovah He is God."
What a benediction when Solomon rose from his knees
following the Temple dedication prayer, spread his hands
toward heaven and blessed the God of heaven and the
people of Israel: "The Lord our God be with us, as he was
with our fathers: let him not leave us nor forsake us:..." (I
Kings 8:57)
After a period of backsliding and idolatry, Hezekiah led
in a time of revival. When all was again in order, angelic
forces brought victory over the Assyrians and we are told:
". . . when the burnt offering began, the song of the Lord
began also. . ." This was followed by a return to giving
liberally of the first fruits.
A new era of worship is set forth in St. John, Chapter 4.
Jesus, when answering the woman at Jacob's well, declared:
"the hour cometh when ye shall neither in this mountain,
nor yet at Jerusalem worship the Father. . . .the hour
cometh and now is, when the true worshipper shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth. For the Father
seeketh such to worship him." Jesus simply said: today,
worship is not limited by geography. Now, the Holy Spirit
joining with my spirit creates the setting and spirit of
worship, which results in the glow in one's life!
Today, in faith we kneel at the Cross, we worship at the
empty tomb and in fellowship with the Holy Spirit love to
join with fellow Christians in the worship of our risen
Lord.
What happens when we gather for a Sunday worship
service? The congregation sings; the scripture is read; the
pastor prays; the choir makes a presentation; an offering is
received; the message is given and then a closing song and
the benediction. Good planning indicates good taste. What
about the depth of meaning?
Corporate worship is an extension of individual worship
with an additional ingredient, fellowship. Fellowship is a
very important aspect of the Christian faith. Malachi 3:1617 is a word from the closing period before Christ's first
coming. "Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to
another: And the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a
book of remembrance was written before him for them
that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name.
And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day
when I make up my jewels (special treasure) . . ."
The fitting word for this age is Hebrews 10:25, " Not
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forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as the
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so
much the more, as ye see the day approaching." There is a
heavenly scene in Revelation 5 that is the ultimate fulfillment of our faith here and now. Proper worship and
adoration of the Lamb of God rises as a fragrance in the
presence of God.
What happens on Sunday morning in my church—in
your church? The devotion that comes from corporate
worship has only one source, the individuals that comprise
the congregation.
Have you ever imagined what God is hearing, sensing
and feeling from a one hour service on a given Sunday
morning? How much praise? How much adoration? How
much delight in His word? How much genuine humility?
How much confession and forsaking of sin? How much
prayer that the power of Christ will make me more effective in Christian living this coming week? How much simple rejoicing and thanksgiving for the countless blessings
the Lord sends my way?
What happens when we sing? Not all voices are melodious but here is where a joyful sound is heard if the heart
of the worshipper is singing. What happens when the choir
sings? To some in attendance it is an act. A right spirit
rejoices in the harmony and joins in the spirit and message
of truth and adoration to God.
What do I do in the high point of the hour, the pastoral
prayer? This is a purposeful approach to a living, listening
God; honoring God the Father, God the Son and God the
Holy Spirit. To the one who bathes life in prayer, this is
indeed a treasured moment. To the burdened heart, what
an opening to hear the pastor include my need and then
join in united prayer for all other needs.
Let me say a word about preaching. Preaching is not a
stage act, it's a time for proclamation. Truth may convict,
it may stimulate faith or simply provide spiritual meat for
daily spiritual growth. Pray for the pastor while he proclaims the eternal Word of God.
And then, there's the offering! I need the strength of
Christian character that goes with the giving of tithes and
offerings. We recognize that all of life is based on the
principle of Christian stewardship. Giving is as much an
act of worship as listening or singing.
"Now the God of peace, that brought again from the
dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you
that which is well pleasing in his sight through Jesus Christ;
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen." (Hebrews
13:20-21)
J.N.H.
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With a Bomb on Board
by Naomi Marr
It was a winter's interlude—January
1980—spending a few days with the
family in San Diego then on to Hawaii
with them for a week's vacation.
United's Flight #199 originated in
Los Angeles, then on to San Diego
where we embarked for our flight to
Hawaii.
As we flew over the Pacific the sun
shone brightly, the sky was a brilliant
blue, the ocean beneath us was deep
blue and sparkling. With nearly half
our flight completed we were anticipating the balmy climate of the Islands.
We became aware that the crew with
flashlights were peering into the luggage compartments. Suddenly the "No
Smoking—Fasten your seatbelts" sign
came on. We felt the plane turning and
our hearts did a "quick flip." The flying weather was perfect—what was
happening?
Just then the pilot's voice came over
the intercom. "There is nothing wrong
with the plane, we have plenty of fuel,
but we have been advised that there is a
device on board set to go off at 5,000
feet. In return for a large sum of money
the extortionist will tell us how to
defuse the bomb. We're returning to
the mainland—we're not sure yet where
but will keep you advised."
We all sat in stunned silence, not
even a cough or a baby's cry broke the
stillness. Immediately the card in the
pocket in front of us had an urgent
significance!
Part of the crew began evacuation
drills, reviewing them until we knew
the emergency drills and the exit each
of us would use. Other crew members

gathered up pillows, blankets, belts
and ties, to blanket the device which
had been found in the rear of the plane.
Passengers were moved forward so
that if an explosion occurred, hopefully, we might still land safely.
The pilot's voice came on again.
"We are returning to Colorado Springs,
the airport with the highest altitude in
the U.S. and with God's help I will
land this plane safely—some prayers
would help too. The FBI and 'United'
are working together to apprehend the
would-be extortionist. A fighter plane
is following us to give assistance if and
when possible." The fighter plane was
literally overshadowing us—what a
comfort that was!
We travelled for five hours with the
bomb! What were our thoughts as we
knew not what another minute would
bring? Many prayed. Suddenly, life
with all the things we knew about and
held dear, family, home and friends,
seemed very far away. The only thing
that really mattered was our relationship with our Maker. We had lots of
time to think. Those words, "Our
Times are in His Hands," who said,
"The Whole I planned, Fear not nor be
afraid" kept echoing through my mind.
It was comforting to review God's
direction in our lives from our youth to
the present hour. To the best of our
knowledge our spiritual and material
affairs were in order. We had lived a
full life—however, we felt for the young
couples on board on their honeymoons—
the small babies who would have their
lives snuffed out before they had tasted
life's experiences!

It was time for the descent (all our
possessions including some types of
shoes had to remain on the plane) we
removed glasses—got into position with
head between knees, hands grasping
ankles. We didn't think we could crouch
into that tiny space but as we did,
braced for we knew not what—my
husband experienced the special comfort of the Holy Spirit as these words
kept going through his mind like a tape
recording:" O, the joy of sins forgiven,
O, the bliss the blood washed know, O,
the peace akin to heaven, where the
healing waters flow."
The plane landed—jump! jump!
jump! were the urgent orders of the
crew as we slid down the emergency
chutes amid the flashing lights of the
fire trucks and ambulances.
There were minor injuries but we
were cared for so graciously with our
every need supplied. (Which in itself is
a story).
In the morning we learned of the
bomb that wooden dowels had been
wrapped in the dynamite paper but the
timing device was real. We retrieved all
our belongings, but some people did
not continue the flight, electing to use
ground travel home. We continued on
our way with a replacement plane and
crew—keenly conscious that at 40,000
feet we are just a little nearer heaven!
P.S. The airline gave the crew a
month's leave.
Merlin <$ Naomi Marr are members of the
Springvale Brethren in Christ congregation,
Hagersville, Ontario.

